Verb Work : The Imperative  :  Command Forms   

(Review only)

In Spanish when you want to tell someone to do something you may use a question that implies what you want.

¿Estás pasándome los guisantes? = Are you passing me the peas?







 = Please pass me the peas.
When you use the IMPERATIVE tense instead, you must think about two things – 

1. Who are you asking to do something? Is it someone with whom you would use…

 ( tú
  
(Ud.  
or (Uds.  

2. Are you asking the person to DO something? 
= affirmative command                                                                          
                                    Or to NOT do something?
= negative command



~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Affirmative Tú Commands
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To tell a friend or a close family member (that you would usually use “tú” with) 

to DO SOMETHING 

Regular :  Use the 3rd person (Ud. / él / ella)  form of the verb. 
· Study the vocabulary.

(
Estudia el vocabulario.

· Drink the juice.


(
Bebe el jugo.

· Write the letter.


(
Escribe la carta.

This also applies to stem-changing verbs:

· Return at one.

(volver)

(
Vuelve a la una.

· Begin now.


(comenzar)

(
Comienza ahora.

· Order french fries.
(pedir)

(
Pide papas fritas. 

There are a few irregular ones:
	Infinitive
	yo form present
	COMMAND

	poner
	pongo
	 Pon

	tener **
	tengo
	 Ten

	decir
	digo
	 Di

	salir
	salgo
	 Sal

	venir
	vengo
	 Ven

	ir
	voy
	 Ve

	ser
	soy
	 Sé

	hacer
	hago
	 Haz


*Many of the irregular ones in the command form had a “g” in the yo form in the present tense.  If you remember them, you can just drop the “go” to make the command.

** Any verb that ends with “tener” will use the same command form – for example mantener ( mantén

IF you use a DIRECT OBJECT pronoun with an AFFIRMATIVE COMMAND, you should  ATTACH the pronoun to the end (like we did with infinitives).  Sometimes you also need to add an accent. 

TAKE IT.



Tómalo.

DO IT RIGHT NOW.

Hazlo ahora mismo.

HELP ME.



Ayúdame.

This works with reflexive pronouns too.

WASH YOUR FACE

Lávate la cara.

BRUSH YOUR TEETH.
Cepíllate los dientes.

OR  even with BOTH

WASH IT.



Lávatela.

BRUSH THEM


Cepíllatelos.

Negative Tú commands
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To tell a friend or family member (that you would usually use the tú form with) 

to  NOT DO SOMETHING 

Regular 


Start with the present tense yo form of the verb


drop the -o 

add:  -es for -ar verbs.

 


Don’t speak. 


( No hables. 



Don’t use the microwave 
( No uses el microondas.


   -as for -er and -ir verbs.
  


Don’t eat.



( No comas. 





Don’t write. 


( No escribas.
  


Don’t add too much salt. 
( No añadas demasiada sal.

Irregular

Watch out for stem changers in the yo form:


encender 
enciendo: 
No enciendas el horno.

Watch out for verbs with irregular yo forms in the present tense:

(-go)

poner    ( 
pongo 
No pongas los camarones en la sartén.
(-zco) 
ofrecer  (
ofrezco
No ofrezcas la comida basura a los niños.

(-jo)

escoger ( escojo
No escojas comida con mucha grasa.

Watch out for verbs ending in -car, -gar, or -zar :
  
picar 

pico: 

No piques los tomates.

  
pagar 
pago: 
No pagues demasiado.

  
empezar 
empiezo: 
No empieces a cocinar ahora.

Totally irregular negative tú commands

dar 
  
no des
estar 
  
no estés
ir 
  
no vayas
ser 
  
no seas
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Are you wondering what to do about reflexive pronouns?  (

With negative commands, pronouns always go right before the conjugated verb.

 
—¿Pico los tomates también?

  
—No, no los piques.

